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In May 2021, many locations are reopening, and it seems like last 
year’s summer is repeating — back when some politicians said 
there would never be another lockdown. Simultaneously, news 
of the Coronavirus Delta variant keep appearing, making up the 
majority of new cases. Vaccination campaigns are picking up 
steam as some are warning of a fourth wave arriving in Autumn. 
Some predict “the numbers,” as you hear it being collectively called 
on the streets, might go up again. Bars in some locations can now 
change from the just-adopted 3G model (vaccinated, recovered or 
tested) to 2G (vaccinated or recovered) in an apparent push towards 
higher vaccination rates.

During the past months, again I traveled from city to city in Ger-
many, trying to document as many angles of this ongoing crisis as 
possible. There are pictures that can be taken with time and qui-
et. Others emerge in a more rapid decision context, like those at 
demonstrations, where as a photographer you try to balance the 
converging pressures of police, protesters, counter-protesters, by-
standers, traffic, barriers, and photography laws.

Under German law, you are generally not allowed to just photograph 
any person in public, but there are exceptions if it’s a protest; it’s 
art; the person is just an accessory to the whole; or if the image is 
part of contemporary history. But just what is history is often in the 
eyes of future beholders. To me, the unfolding events are historically 
important. So whether you are looking at this in 2021, in 2041, or 
any other year, I hope to have added documents that are of interest 
to you, as well.

Philipp Lenssen
Frankfurt, September 2021
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Someone spray-painted “Anno Corona Year 1 after the crowning” on the 
wall. Another color crosses it out and reads, “Check your privilege”. 

Bonn, May 17, 2021.
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This KFC at a train station has been turned into a pharmacy’s coronavirus rapid test 
center. A negative result allows people to go shopping again in the city of Bonn. Test 

centers are starting to appear all across Germany. May 17, 2021.
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Inside and outside dining is possible again in the city of Heidelberg due 
to low incidence numbers of people tested positive for Covid. To be seat-
ed, one needs to show proof of being vaccinated, tested, or recovered. 

May 19, 2021.
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Brothels like the Beehive are legal in Germany, but currently paused due to corona measures 
— so the operators turned it into a corona test center. Ellen says she’s normally responsible 
for “whip, lacquer, leather and massages,” but now trained to do unsalaried testing. “This 

gives me the feeling of doing something good... so that the chaos ends, and we can return to 
our normal lives.” Heidelberg, May 19, 2021.
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A campaign by the Frankfurt University of Music and Performing Arts. 
They returned to face-to-face operation in March. Frankfurt, May 20, 

2021.
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A sticker on top of a PSA for mask wearing protests vaccinations and 
news, reading “Mass hypnosis — Think for yourself!” Frankfurt, May 20, 

2021.



14

A former Latin music dance club is now a corona rapid test center. Frank-
furt, May 21, 2021.
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A test center in Mannheim. May 21, 2021.
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This location in Mannheim also offers saliva testing. People have to clear 
their throat and spit — a procedure not easy for some as they may not 

produce enough saliva, or the spitting goes against learned etiquette, an 
operator tells me. May 21, 2021.
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In the Worms Cathedral guestbook, an entry asks God for help to “have 
truth and sanity gain strength against the corona madness” and the pub-
licly financed media’s proclaimed “lies and twists.” A box in the back is 

labeled “Used pens.” Worms, May 22, 2021.
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The Worms Cathedral remembers the deceased, laying down one cross 
for each of the town who died with or from Covid. “The candle here 

burns as invitation for silent prayer,” the sign reads.
Worms, May 22, 2021.
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Youth across the city celebrate on this Saturday evening. Frankfurt’s low-
ered incidence numbers indicate an opening up of outside dining for the 

coming week. Frankfurt Opera Square, May 22, 2021.
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Bars and restaurants in Frankfurt open their outside tables again on this 
Whit Monday. Here, people can get a nasal corona test before sitting 

down. “We’re back and will try our luck,” the chalk board reads. Another 
board continues, “... but please be considerate, we haven’t done this for 

a long time.” May 22, 2021.
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Due to the so-called incidence numbers having been below 100 for 5 days, outside 
dining is allowed again as of this day in Frankfurt. A negative covid test from an official 

station, or proof of recovery or completed vaccination, is required. May 24, 2021.
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On the first day of reopening at the Pino in Frankfurt. “We’re already 
booked out for tonight,” the owner says. May 24, 2021.
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“Send this photo to Berlin!” a waiter says. He explains, “We are on short-
time work until the end of the year. That’s a shame.” He feels humiliated 
by the “100 laws.” “But politicians never worked in the service industry, 
they wouldn’t know. In our industry, you earn the money from tips, not 

wages.” Frankfurt, May 24, 2021.
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Customers at this bar and diner perform their own nasal swab before 
they can sit. A 15 minute waiting time is needed before the result is con-

sidered final. With proof of vaccination, the test can be skipped.
Papa Enj in Frankfurt, May 24, 2021.
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A tutoring service helps students in after-school sessions. During corona 
times, school lessons were partly cancelled, put into alternating halves 
to be present, or changed to online lessons. In recent times in the state 
of Hesse, kids had to take a Covid nasal test at the school on two morn-

ings every week. Schülerhilfe Oberursel, May 25, 2021.
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A sculpture by X in the gallery of Frank Mayer, whose painting can be 
seen in the back. Labels read, “I’ll start mutating then!”, “This could be 
your conspiracy theory!”, “Looking for chemtrail pilots,” and “Lateral 

Piggie — Chip Chip Hooray!”
Frankfurt Höchst, May 26, 2021.
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At the same gallery, a postcard painting by Frank Mayer shows politician 
Armin Laschet — who made news in 2020 when he wore a mask below his 

nose in a press-accompanied visit to hospital doctors.
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Piano House Schröder, Düsseldorf, May 28, 2021.
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Testing station at the harbor promenade Düsseldorf, May 28, 2021.
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Harbor promenade Düsseldorf, May 28, 2021.
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Düsseldorf, May 28, 2021.
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The host of Germany’s “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” promotes vacci-
nations in the form of a multiple choice question, where all answers to 
“Will I get vaccinated?” say “Yes.” At the Berlin Main Station, May 29, 

2021.
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“Finally, theater again!” Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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“It’s great to be rich!” Germany’s minister of health, Jens Spahn, is satirized in this poster 
alluding to a scandal he was involved in. He reportedly accepted campaign donations of 9,999 
EUR each at a dinner; as per German law, that’s 1 Euro short of having to declare a donation. 
A day after the donor’s dinner — the kind of indoor event he had warned the public about on 

national TV — he tested positive for corona. Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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People stand in line for the test (left), and then to shop (right).
Alexanderplatz Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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This mobile bed service drives tourists through Berlin — now with a pro-
tective wall against the virus. Berlin, May 29, 2021.
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A lone protester near the German parliament building in Berlin holds up 
a flag. It contains the names of all those who voted against a protective 
pandemic measures law which strengthened the power of the govern-

ment. May 29, 2021.
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“We’ll get you there safely. You are close to her again.”
An advertisement by Germany’s main railway company Deutsche Bahn in 

Frankfurt, June 1, 2021.
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To the left, a so-called Lollipop Test for kids is advertised. To the right, 
what it looks like. It’s an oral instead of nasal swab. Frankfurt, May 31, 

2021.
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“Corona is God’s chastisement. Fact check: Bible.”
Stuttgart, June 2, 2021.
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Art installation Corona Memorial by Birgit Rehfeldt. The small golden 
block to the left is yeast, which, similar to toilet paper, suffered a short-
age during the beginning of the crisis in 2020. Stuttgart, June 2, 2021.



50

Artist Jue Löffelholz shows his Corona Urmeter; the wooden container can hold a length of 
exactly 1.5 meter, the required social distance during the crisis. Made in 2020, the sculpture 
is reminiscent of the original standard meter from 1799. Jue says in his art he’s seeking what 
“can no longer be functionalized or absorbed, can no longer be conveyed or understood in an 

intellectual, positivistic or idealistic way.” Frankfurt, September 22, 2021.
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Sculpture Lockdown (2020) by Birgit Feil. Stuttgart, June 2, 2021.
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A mask by Andreas Ilg from the exhibition “Distance and Proximity” at 
the Kunstbezirk Stuttgart, June 2, 2021.
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In this guest book at the Caricatura Museum in Frankfurt, an attendant 
asks, “Why should I disinfect my hands here if I’m not allowed to touch 

the pictures to begin with?”
Frankfurt, June 4, 2021.
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“Alcohol-free zone. Together against corona.” Stuttgart, June 2, 2021.
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A place popular with youth (compare to Coronavirus Germany pages 62 + 
63) is being closed and fenced off. According to media reports, the week-
end prior there was a conflict here as police tried to enforce the alcohol 

prohibition. Stuttgart, June 2, 2021.
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Police guard the just-erected fence around a locked-down meeting area 
in Stuttgart’s city center. To the right, two people peeking through to the 

outside. June 2, 2021.
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A report by German writer and poet Heinrich Heine on the cholera in 
Paris in 1832 is partly transposed to modern times in an open air play by 

Theater Willy Praml. Seen here is Praml with a vaccination pass.
Frankfurt, June 10, 2021.
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“Would Goethe let himself be vaccinated?”
Frankfurt, June 10, 2021.
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Jürgen Todenhöfer, 80, is a German politician and author, often covering the Middle East. In 
2020 he founded the party Team Todenhöfer and tours Germany. In his Frankfurt speech that 
day he says, “We had a woman who wanted to celebrate her 100th ... The woman was double 
vaccinated. The young man was double vaccinated. The social worker we pay from the city 

was double vaccinated. The authorities said: she mustn’t celebrate her one-100th, she’s gon-
na wait ... You only get to celebrate your 100th once. “. June 12, 2021.
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Lego protesters are wearing masks in this museum exhibition on environ-
mental issues. Frankfurt, June 13, 2021.
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The word “Systemrelevant” — system relevancy — took on importance in 2020 to describe 
those jobs and institutions which would need to be maintained even during lockdown. This 
would include things such as hospitals, but not, for instance, culture. At this protest, the 

concept is inverted by asking, “How culturally relevant is the system?”
Frankfurt, June 19, 2021.
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At the Christopher Street Day in Frankfurt. “A lot will be fine again if we’re now properly wear-
ing masks,” the banner reads. July 17, 2021.
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The so-called “Delta” variant of the coronavirus has taken over much of 
the newly discovered infections, and according to media reports, is more 

contagious. Frankfurt, July 25, 2021.
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Köln, July 31, 2021.
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The Corona Mountain memorial place in the City Church Aachen, July 31, 
2021.
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“Corona will soon be gon. We fite against corona. We work harder and 
harder. We will win. 100 : 0. Corona will lose.”
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“Kissing is important (despite everything),” the sign of this figure at the info booth of party The 
Basis reads. The group emerged from critics of the government’s coronavirus measures, like the 
Lateral Thinking movement. A day later at a Berlin protest, according to media reports, a Basis 
member from the state of North Rhine-Westphalia dies of heart attack during a confrontation 

with the police. Aachen, July 31, 2021.
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A testing station at a pharmacy in Würzburg, September 9, 2021.
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At the Apollo cinema and club in Aachen on August 1, 2021. A few weeks prior, according to 
media reports, two guests with the Delta virus variant partied here on two separate days. The 

local health department ordered quarantine for 900 people, but said names and phone numbers 
of 150 people weren’t readable on the paper lists maintained by the club.
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The vaccination bus stops in Düren on August 2, 2021. It’s 2:30pm and 
around 32 people were vaccinated today so far, according to the person-

nel.
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Vaccination bus in Düren, August 2, 2021.
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In Vaals, Netherlands, a town near the German border. The supermarket 
worker’s vest reads, “1.5 meter distance. Thank you!” August 3, 2021.
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Vaals, Netherlands, August 3, 2021.
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At the luxury shopping avenue Kö in Düsseldorf, a government campaign 
reads “Roll up your sleeves. Every vaccination counts.” In the back, peo-

ple dining. August 4, 2021.
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Vero Bielinski in her series Lockdown Portraits overlaid photos with a 
mixture of water, oil and colors, creating a “live” filter. This technique 

brings to mind viruses and bacteria, she says, and gives an additional feel 
of underwater photography — something she associates with information 

overload and drowning. Frankfurt, September 18, 2021. 
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People wait in line to enter this gated fun fair. Proof of vaccination, an officially issued nega-
tive test, or documentation of recovery from Covid-19 are mandatory. Cologne, August 4, 2021.
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This Sunday, the incidence of discovered corona cases in Aschaffenburg exceeded 50 per 
100,000 people for the third day in a row. Regulation required that starting today, people en-
tering the “Fun fair light” had to get tested (the dark tent in the upper right) or show proof of 

vaccination or recovery. Masks are mandatory at the fair.
August 8, 2021.
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“The Riddle of Wuhan.” The media in Germany and elsewhere show 
renewed interest in theories of Covid-19 having emerged from a Chinese 

laboratory in an accident. July 3, 2021.
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“That’s not me anymore.” Media like Spiegel report on so-called Long 
Covid, which they define as a set of post-Covid syndromes including men-

tal health issues or fatigue. August 6, 2021.
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“Every life counts.” Masks continue to be utilized for protest. Here, at 
an animal rights demonstration in Frankfurt, August 7, 2021.
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“Small vaccination” and “Self test”. Alcoholic novelty articles in Frank-
furt Sulzbach, August 10, 2021.
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A vaccination tent in the shopping street Zeil in Frankfurt, Saturday, August 7, 2021.
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Anton guards the entrance in a prostitution club in Frankfurt’s red light district, checking proof 
of corona vaccination, test, or recovery. “We all hope — including restaurants, hotels, saunas, 

clubs — that it stays the way it is... at the very least that... and that there won’t be a 4th 
lockdown.”
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A masked customer enters and shows their vaccination pass containing Johnson & Johnson, 
which only requires 1 instead of 2 shots like Biontech and others. The customer then has to 

enter their contact details. Showing one’s ID is usually not required, unless Anton suspects the 
customer to be underage. Wednesday, 9:11pm, August 11, 2021.
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Books written on the subject of the coronavirus fill whole sections by 
now, with some of them becoming top sellers.

Frankfurt Sulzbach, August 10, 2021.
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Pharmacies across the country can turn a paper-based vaccination pass 
into a mobile-based digital one like CovPass. In this case, through the 

window. Oberursel, August 11, 2021.
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Masks continue to be used for protest slogans. This one by group Attac 
near the Fridays For Future event reads “Good air? Local public transport 
instead of cars.” A Deutsche Bank logo is burned as they are alleged to 

finance institutions that are harmful to the climate.
Frankfurt, August 13, 2021.
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At the Fridays for Future demonstration. “Corona: 1.5 m distance. Cli-
mate crisis: 1.5° maximum. Fight multiple crises together.”

Frankfurt, August 13, 2021.
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The tent camp during the Fridays for Future protests has two lanes, 
“With negative test”, “Without test.” A negative test is required to en-
ter, and people are urged to stay within their own group in the area.

Frankfurt, August 13, 2021.
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A group of three Friday for Future protesters runs behind, trying to catch 
up with the march. “A Lateral Thinker at the train station broke this. 

They demanded we remove our masks. We filed charges with the police 
just now.” The mask shows the symbol of Extinction Rebellion. Frank-

furt, August 13, 2021.
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Frankfurt, August 19, 2021.
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Mainz, August 19, 2021.
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This kebab restaurant offers a free meal to the freshly vaccinated. “We 
want to help move things forward,” owner Ferhat Atçi says. Attached to 
the location is a corona test station. Posters are hung up in both Turkish 

and German language. Mannheim, August 20, 2021.
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“My home, my love, my club.” The local soccer team is allowed to play 
at their stadium again today, with a limited contingent of 5,000 seats 

for tested people, and another 20,000 for vaccinated or recovered ones. 
Frankfurt, August 21, 2021.
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The current coronavirus rules for entering the stadium. The last rule is 
called “3G” for Geimpft, Genesen, Getestet — vaccinated, recovered, 

tested.
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On the window pane of Vitra, Frankfurt, August 21, 2021.
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Masks are being used to display political parties and slogans.
From top to bottom: FDP, Frankfurt, September 9, 2021. The Green par-
ty, September 8, Frankfurt. Free Burma protest, Frankfurt, September 

12, 2021. The Basis, Erfurt, January 23, 2021.
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Olaf Scholz, Vice Chancellor and the SPD party’s candidate for the upcoming September elec-
tion, speaks at a Frankfurt event. “That’s the difference to last autumn and winter: Almost 50 
million citizens of our country are vaccinated, and we now have to ensure that those who have 
hesitated ... will do it too.” He continues, “We have to convince our loved ones, our regulars’ 

table, our colleagues, the friends in the sports club, we have to convince everyone: do it.” 
August 26, 2021.
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A year ago, on August 29, 2020, a protest group ran past the barriers and up the stairs of the 
Berlin Parliament building, fended off by a small police force. Parts of media attributed the 

happening to the simultaneous Lateral Thinking protest at the Unter den Linden street, though 
it was actually a smaller different protest including Rüdiger Hoffmann, Reich Citizens’ Move-
ment, Corona Rebels Düsseldorf, Lateral Thinkers and others. This year, as a range of disal-

lowed corona measures protests were expected, police intensified controls.
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Police checked the press pass and ID of the RTL television team (left page) for 55 minutes 
before letting them pass, as the team later told me. At another street that day, I was picked 
out of the crowd twice during filming and photographing, with police checking my credentials 

for around 15 minutes. “We don’t want last year’s images to be repeated,” one police man told 
me. Another said, “Some of those who stormed the Parliament steps last year also carried press 

passes.” Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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At a day of forbidden anti-corona measures & vaccination demonstrations 
in Berlin, this protester’s sign reads, “Our house is ON FIRE. Without 

freedom everything is nothing. What will YOU do?”
August 28, 2021.
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One of the forbidden protests against the corona measures. Police were 
close on the trail for some of these marches. Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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Dietmar Lucas of party The Base, which emerged in vicinity of the Lateral Thinking move-
ment, is in talks with the police. His campaign event was first ruled illegal due to stated health 
concerns, to be then ultimately allowed in a second ruling. Lucas on his homepage states he’s 

a former psychotherapist who collaborated “with transport companies who sent their em-
ployees (train drivers, bus drivers) to me after accidents or rail suicides.” He continues, “The 
completely disproportionate way of dealing with this moderate ‘flu’ made me active first on 

Facebook, then on demos.” In regards to today’s original ruling he writes, “[T]his hindrance to 
my election campaigns shakes the very foundations of democracy.”

Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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On the same day not far away from the marches, a counter protest to The Base by the Antiver-
schwurbelte Aktion. The group’s name is reminiscent of “Antifa” and can be losely translated 

to “Counter conspiracy-babble movement.” The top left sign equals The Base with coup efforts. 
The top right drawing says “Anselm [Lenz of the Democratic Resistance] walks with the right”.
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A cap held up by someone who appeared to walk with the anti vaccina-
tion marches. Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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This sign at The Base campaign protest reads “Help! The coronavirus mu-
tations are coming. Save yourself, if you can!” Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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At The Base campaign event. The person to the left represents a just-awoken “German 
Michel,” a symbolical figure representing the national character of Germany. The sign to the 
right contains a flow chart satirizing corona measures; for instance, a suggestion to socially 

distance oneself from mainstream media to stay protected and healthy.
Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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Nearby, this The Base campaign poster reads “Hands off our children.” Vac-
cinations like the Pfizer-BionTech one had become officially recommended 
by the Stiko, the Standing Committee on Vaccination at the Robert Koch 

Institute, on August 16, 2021.
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The sign of this counter protester to the Base and Lateral Thinking event  
reads, “No to corona deniers and anti-vaxxers. Vaccinate now!”

Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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Several pop stars and actors have shown sympathies with corona measure 
critics, resulting in controversy. Nena, shown with a heart on this flag 

of Germany, is perhaps best known for her 1980s hit “99 Red Balloons,” 
and she’s become a favorite of some Lateral Thinkers after remarks at 

concerts and social media. Berlin, August 28, 2021.
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The amount of tests people are taking has decreased, the operator of 
this mobile free rapid test station says. In most places, being vaccinated 

means you don’t need to present a negative test certificate anymore. 
The government furthermore wants to make the so-called citizen tests 

chargeable again starting next month. Berlin, August 29, 2021.
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Some tourists have come back to Berlin. At Madame Tussaud’s wax figure 
museum, wearing masks is mandatory for ages above six, but no proof of 

vaccination or negative test is required. August 29, 2021.
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Hamburg, famous for its night life and red light district, is the first to enact the so-called 2G 
rule for locations like bars and restaurants. 2G stands for genesen or geimpft, meaning recov-
ered or vaccinated; a negative test is not accepted anymore. Choosing this model over 3G is 
optional for location owners, but once they do, they don’t need to adhere to either interior 

social distancing rules nor the 11pm closing hour. At this time, some places picked 2G, others 
3G, and one theater plans to alternate 2G and 3G depending on the weekday. August 29, 2021.
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In front of Hamburg’s Herbertstrasse, a red light street infamous for only 
allowing men to enter, a sign cautions to “cover mouth and nose.”

August 29, 2021.
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Hamburg, August 29, 2021.
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A ship’s seafood restaurant allows inside dining and exclaims, “Open? 
Surely/ securely!” August 29, 2021.



127

Hamburg Reeperbahn district, August 29, 2021.
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“Live/ life instead of lockdown,” this government vaccination campaign 
showing a soccer player reads. Hamburg, August 30, 2021.
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According to press and police reports, this corona testing tent was a like-
ly target of arson on the night of September 4 to 5. Further background 

is unknown. Stuttgart, September 7, 2021.
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“In memory of my beloved George who died due to corona on November 
5, 2020, at the age of 64. In eternal love, Anne.”

St. Peter’s Church, Hamburg, August 30, 2021.
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Hamburg central station, August 30, 2021.
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As I was outside the station drinking a coffee and waiting for my train, a 
man with a mask, carrying a music keyboard, arrived and angrily ripped 
off this and nearby election campaign posters by The Base. The poster 

reads, “Constitutional rights are not negotiable.”
Hamburg, August 30, 2021.
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The Base campaign posters seen from August to September in the cities of Cologne, Düsseldorf, 
Würzburg, Frankfurt, Hamburg and Berlin. The party emerged in vicinity of the Lateral Think-
ing movement against the corona measures, showcasing slogans like “Participation in politics”, 
“Our Constitution: Your right”, “Politics without muzzle”, “For a strong middle class” “Debate 

insead of defame”, and “No vaccination experiments on our children”.



135



136

“Tested and found bad,” this protest sticker by climate change move-
ment Fridays for Future reads. Frankfurt, September 2, 2021.
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The Luca app needs to be used to check in to this bar. There’s inside and outside seating, 
and no vaccination or negative test proof is required (compare to page 22). The so-called 

incidence — corona cases per 100k citizens — reportedly exceeded 100 again in the region, 
with the majority of cases being of the Delta variant. Vaccinations by now are available for 

everyone who wants them, ages 12 and above. Frankfurt, September 2, 2021.
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Fun Fair in Frankfurt, September 4, 2021.
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Fun Fair in Frankfurt, September 4, 2021.
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Fun Fair in Frankfurt, September 4, 2021.
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Chancellor candidate for the Greens, Annalena Baerbock, speaks in 
Frankfurt on September 8, 2021.
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Mandy and Tobias at a Medieval festival in Marburg (Lahn), September 
11, 2021.
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At the same Medieval festival, the hygienic rules read, “To master the 
plague: Conceptio Sanitatis — Take thine pestilence beaks and keep your 

distance.”
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“9 m2, cold. Studying in the pandemic.” is an installation by the Evangelical Church. Students 
of certain courses are still not allowed to enter university, learning at distance only. A student 
says that while the education quality naturally suffers, another big issue is the lack of social 
contacts. “Especially when almost all the screens are dark and only the name is there... you 

won’t recognize anyone in town.” The casualness of meeting and exchanging of ideas in places 
such as clubs is lost, she says. Marburg (Lahn), September 11, 2021.
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Artist Malatsion writes, “The environmental consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic are the 
focus of scientific attention, since for science it is just like a field experiment, which can pro-
vide valuable data on the capacity of ecosystems to regenerate after human activity in them 

has decreased ... Holobionts transposes marine organisms into a laboratory setting, to highlight 
the scientists‘ view on their regeneration. An object which is placed in the monitoring aquari-
um slowly undulates in water.” Exolution/ Healing Processes, Frankfurt, September 9, 2021.
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For 15 months, photographer Günther Bauer documented kids going back 
to school in Frankfurt after the lockdown in March 2020. The project is 

titled “We miss you,” and as events continued to unfold, spanned a much 
longer time than originally planned. September 14, 2021.
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The Corona Belt was created by artist Jakob Sturm during the first lock-
down in March 2020. It has a radius of 0.75 meters, so when two people 
wear it, they’ll always maintain the required distance of 1.5 m. Frank-

furt, September 18, 2021.
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Grit is part of a cleanup community and now regularly picks up masks. In November 2020 they 
did a cleanup contest where Grit collected around 300, and the community at large 10.000 
masks. She adds that thrown-away masks are a problem for animals and humans alike — if 

their microplastics enter the ground water, they may circle back onto our plates — and that 
their fabric may cause issues that last for centuries. Hanau, September 20, 2021.
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Thanks to all feedback and support by family, extended family and friends. Thanks 
S. & E. and Lorbeer & Partner. Thanks to all who allowed themselves to be photo-
graphed.

Proofreading: Dave “Jinx” Voltaggio.

Note: Quotes are often paraphrases based on memory logs.

All 25.000+ photos, most with a free license, are available at CoronaBrowser.com
Videos of cities, curfews and protests are available as well.

Thanks to you for getting this book.


