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This project started with a mobile camera and the aim to photograph 
the “Closed” signs in Frankfurt, Germany, during the first two-week 
lockdown. Little did anyone know that a year later, the lockdown would 
still be ongoing. In the meantime, I’ve upgraded to a camera, then a bet-
ter camera, and travel different states and cities in Germany to provide a 
more thorough view in documenting the crisis. (20,000 pictures later, I’ve 
also started dreaming about photography.)

Covered in this book is the situation from March to May 2021. It’s getting 
warmer again, and some cities tried reopening experiments. Like the town 
of Tübingen, where a negative corona test once again allows normal shop-
ping and outside dining. A new addition to the Federal Infection Protection 
Act, however, bundles more power to the Berlin decision-makers, and 
installed automatic nation-wide rules based on the incidence numbers of 
positive tests. Crossing certain thresholds leads to a 10 pm curfew, for in-
stance. This also ended the Tübingen experiment, though new test-to-shop 
facilities now appeared nation-wide.

When photographing the streets and talking to people, I like to keep 
an open mind. If we want to find something specific, we might miss the 
whole. And by understanding the underlying systems, we can see how they 
determine the actions of everyone. Someone’s past and current situation 
influences how they react in these times. For all of us to untangle this 
near-infinite web of causalities in realms of economics, health, culture and 
so on — some of them following the law of unintended consequences — it’s 
perhaps sound to admit shades of gray, be empathic when possible, and 
collect and make available for everyone as many data points as sensible.

As before, messages on signs and the words people speak in this book ar-
en’t meant to express my opinion, but to chronicle. This leaves you, dear 
reader, to be the judge. When my picture captions are merely describing 
the context, and not commenting, I trust your thoughts lead you to varied 
understanding.

Philipp Lenssen
Frankfurt, May 2021



4



5

The city of Mainz opened up stores again, with visitors to this one receiv-
ing a welcome gift. Shops had to close again only a few days later. March 

8, 2021.
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The zoo in Frankfurt reopens, and mayor Peter Feldmann is present to 
talk to the press. March 10, 2021.
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At the window of a hairdresser, Covid death tolls for different countries 
show. “The numbers are already outdated,” owner Guillermo Gonzalez 

says. Kuentro, Frankfurt, March 10, 2021.
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In front of the Ministry for Health: “More money for health.” Berlin, 
March 12, 2021.
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The next day, in front of the Ministry, there’s a protest against the coro-
na measures. Berlin, March 13, 2021.



10

“Grundgesetz” is the German constitution for people’s basic rights, such 
as “Human dignity is inviolable.” Berlin, March 13, 2021.
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The Antifa counter-protester’s sign reads, “Political hygiene = Maintain 
distance from the Right.” Another protester forms the so-called “Merkel 
Rhombus”, a sign often used by Germany’s chancellor Anglea Merkel. At 
one point, both protesters and counter-protesters shout “Nazis out” at 

each other.
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A Berlin campaign asks people to socially distance by using different 
objects and animals forming 1.5 meters — beer crates, a pony, kebab 

skewers, robots, and in this case, dogs. March 13, 2021.
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Museums are reopening after the second lockdown, though not all items 
— especially those requiring touch — are usable. German Film Museum, 

Frankfurt, March 16, 2021.
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Art group Liminal’s exhibition “New Measures” evolves around changes 
in the district during the pandemic. They exhibit in local supermarkets, 
which are open even during lockdowns. Fountain 2020 by Sebastian Mast 

at Alim Market, Frankfurt, March 19, 2021.
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Dirty Matter by Saakib Sait at Jaffna Basar.
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Police control a location popular with youth. A police car shines a strong 
light. Haven Park Frankfurt, Friday 7:45pm, March 19, 2021.
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Haven Park, Frankfurt, March 19, 2021.
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Ulenspiegel store, Friedberg, March 22, 2021.
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At a corona measures protest. Kassel, March 20, 2021.
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The same day, at a counter-protest. “Vaccination saves lives - Think clear 
not lateral.” The Querdenken (Lateral Thinking) movement remains one 

of the largest groups protesting government measures.
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At a protest against government measures. Kassel, March 20, 2021.
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From the same demonstration, someone dressed as a sheep holds a 
folding ruler as well as Germany’s weekly magazine Der Spiegel, whose 

slogan is “Spiegel readers know more.”
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Friedberg, March 22, 2021.
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Butzbach, March 22, 2021.
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At this church, someone wrote over the mask mandate sign:
“Stop this devilish work of destruction.”

St. Laurentius Church, Dreieich, March 23, 2021.
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Brothels, generally legal in Germany, are closed during lockdown. Street 
prostitution is still ongoing in the Frankfurt station district, though. 

6:28pm, March 23, 2021.
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Fantasy Empire Tübingen, March 24, 2021.
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The city of Tübingen launched an experimental project where people get a 
day pass after testing negative in a rapid Covid test, and can then normally 

enter shops, theaters, cinemas, and outside seating in cafes and restau-
rants. Depending on the queue length, getting a day pass can take around 

45 minutes, one pass carrier tells. March 24, 2021.
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In the evening, queues for the Tübingen day pass are shorter. This stand 
just launched a new digital approach to receiving the day pass, via mo-

bile phone and wristband with QR code. March 24, 2021.
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Around 20 minutes later, the wristband can be checked. S. tested nega-
tive and can now join the night life.
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This fashion store was allowed to open up normally for customers again 
— by stacking 60% of the shop with kitchen towels, which qualify them as 

selling hygiene products.
Street One Nürtingen, March 25, 2021.
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“All registration slots for today are used up.”
At a “Click & Meet” queue in front of TK Maxx, Stuttgart, March 25, 

2021.
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Feminist groups at a Frankfurt station district protest argue that violence against women and 
queer people within the drug scene has gotten worse during the pandemic. “The situation 

increases male dominance in the public space,” their flyer reads. The group also demands for 
prostitution to have consideration to open up again, saying that moving it from brothels onto 

streets lowers hygienic protection. March 30, 2021.
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The city of Offenbach introduced a nightly curfew again. After 9pm, people may only be out-
side for certain defined reasons, like work, or walking the dog. The penalty fee is 200 Euro, 
though the police on this night mostly leave it at verbal warnings. 9:22pm, March 31, 2021.
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This youth in Offenbach just got out of a police control where he had to empty his pockets. 
“It’s not about corona, they use it to find cannabis. They always target me because of the 

way I look. They don’t target German-looking people,” he says. A few days later in Stuttgart, 
someone tells me a similar thing, arguing it’s “racial profiling,” adding “They also never tar-

get women.”
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A shop owner after the start of the curfew. Police just controlled in front of his store. “I have 
the feeling the police are a little more relaxed now. But every police person is different, 
it’s like everywhere. In December I had to pay 50 Euro because I wasn’t wearing a mask.” 
He adds, “Here in this shop, I’m still allowed to sell during the curfew — but people aren’t 

allowed to buy!” Offenbach, March 31, 2021.
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Next door, a local Kebab restaurant owner. “The measures get more strict, then they are 
loosened again, a back and forth. It’d be better to do a real lockdown, and close and check 
the borders.” Otherwise, he argues, people who are born in neighboring countries would go 
there for vacation, then come back. He says his business is suffering a lot. “Before corona, I 

always had the bankers and others eat lunch here. Now they are in the home office.”
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Churches are allowed to open during Easter celebrations. “Please don’t 
sing along!”, the sign with hygiene measures reads.

St. Catherine’s Church, Frankfurt, April 1, 2021.
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As police cars patrol the riverside announcing social distancing and alco-
hol prohibition measures, people from a high school nearing graduation 
this year are celebrating with dance and music. One student tells me 

that at a park nearby, people started running away when police arrived.
Frankfurt, April 1st, 2021.
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Frankfurt, April 1, 2021.
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At the “Panda-mic” exhibition in restaurant Pino, which continues to be 
open for pick-up only. Frankfurt, April 1, 2021.
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Frankfurt’s Opera Square shortly before being cleared by the police. Ac-
cording to media reports, one local bar owner here started to sell alcohol 

in coffee cups to bypass regulation. 7:13pm, April 1, 2021.
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This cinema in Stuttgart is closed, while the congress hall next to it has 
been turned into a vaccination center. April 3/ 4, 2021.
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A Stuttgart cinema, April 3, 2021.
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“There is glory in prevention” is a photo exhibition by Patrick Junker. 
Pictured here is Ivett Bodo, who works in the intensive care unit at the 
hospital. “We can all consider ourselves lucky to not have to experience 
what our patients are experiencing,” she says. Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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At a protest by the Lateral Thinking group, a sign reads “Kid + Mask = 
Lack of oxygen?” A counter-protester’s banner in the back asks, “Is your 

grandma vaccinated already???”
Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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The Lateral Thinking group protests against the government’s coronavirus measures. “Love 
wins,” a flag with a rainbow heart reads. A banner at a house nearby demands, “Stop Lateral 

Thinking.”
Marienplatz Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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The protester in center says, “We are from Pirmasens, the poorest region in Germany. Our 
shoe factory was closed due to globalism, companies move into other countries. Frustration 

is all around, and it gets accelerated due to corona.” Her sign accuses the government of lies 
and greed, asking for them to resign. Her second sign reads “Peace” and “Freedom.”
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At the Lateral Thinking protest. Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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“This is my Brazilian mutant,” the man says, in reference to a coronavi-
rus variant. 
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A journalist from Russian media network RT is also covering the protests. Stuttgart, April 3, 
2021.
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Antifa that day is riding bicycles to try establish blocks across the Lateral Thinking protest 
route, but at this cross-section, police surround them and later check their identification. 

From their protest’s speakers, a voice is heard: “They demand the end to the lockdown, but 
are partially responsible for numbers to rise fast. We don’t want superspreading events in 

Stuttgart.” A sign of theirs reads, “Freedom rights - Not with the Right.”
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A postal worker passes through the police barricade encircling the Antifa 
protest. Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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This poster suggests that since it’s hard to understand people through the 
mask, we should communicate with Italian gestures. Frankfurt, March 23, 

2021.
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Stuttgart city center with a new corona test center tent. April 3, 2021.
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Police on Saturday evening watch over the youth at a popular Stuttgart 
hangout spot. April 3, 2021.
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“Mr. Bones”. Galeria Kaufhof, Frankfurt, March 8, 2021.
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A public service announcement in the form of a comic.
Offenbach, March 21, 2021.
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“Put your mask on and cut contacts.”
Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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Stuttgart, April 3, 2021.
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Books on corona, like this one discussing vaccinations risks and benefits, 
keep hitting the sales charts. Frankfurt, March 3, 2021.
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German weekly Der Spiegel on the “New German incompetence” in rela-
tion to managing the “corona chaos.” It asks, “Will we lock down every-

thing again? Will vacations be cancelled?” Tübingen, March 24, 2021.



70

Easter bunnies invite kids to celebrate. Maritim Hotel Stuttgart, Sunday, 
April 4, 2021.
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The weekly car fleet Tuesday for Transparency demands the reopening of clubs, restaurants, 
bars and events. “The group emerged out of the helplessness of waiting, press conference 

after press conference, to get an opening perspective,” says club owner Rusbeh Toussi. “We 
invested a lot in hygiene measures, and have the best air filter systems.” Cars carry pandas 

from a “Panda-mic” exhibition. Frankfurt, April 6, 2021.
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Retail chain DM offers free testing in the city of Saarbrücken, which is 
experimentally reopening venues again. Bars require registration via the 

app Luca, among other ways. April 8, 2021.
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Pascal is a Saarbrücken store owner and says his fashion store depends on local gastronomy 
being open. Living in nearby France, he commutes, and wishes the corona measures were the 
same at least in border regions. As it is, “When Germany opens, French people travel here. 
And when France starts to open up more, it’s the other way around.” Someone else living in 
France tells me that in 2020 during a peak of tensions, there was also vandalism against cars 

with French license plates. April 8, 2021.



74

“We deal with disasters together. Crises too,” this government campaign 
for civil protection organisations reads. Saarbrücken, April 8, 2021.
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Hannover, April 23, 2021.
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In memory of those deceased during the coronavirus pandemic, people 
can fill out cards with the names of their lost ones. Frankfurt, April 10, 

2021.
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On this Sunday, a nationwide memorial for the deceased is held across churches. “We are 
tired of the burden of the pandemic, and we are sore struggling to find the right way,” Ger-
many’s president Frank-Walter Steinmeier in his speech in Berlin says, “Today, as a society, 
we want to commemorate those who died a lonely and often painful death in these dark 

times.” Frankfurt, April 18, 2021.
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Near the headquarter of the HR, the German state of Hesse’s public broadcasting corporation, 
a Lateral Thinking protest was announced. The message of this counter-protester is, “Threat-

ening journalists threatens freedom of the press.” Some HR reporters on this day are accompa-
nied by private security personnel. Frankfurt, April 11, 2021.
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At the same counter-protest, a member of satirical political party The Party holds a sign 
reading “Build your own conspiracy theory! Just take five 28-sided dice and off you go!” For 
instance, rolling 1 for each category would result in “The [Global] [Financial] [Intelligence 

Service] plans [world domination] with the help of [microwave rays].”
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The counter-protester to the left gets into a heated argument with the Lateral Thinking pro-
tester to the right. Her sign reads, “Save lives - No tolerance for corona deniers.” The man to 
the right, a musician with the artist name SchwrzVyce, argues, “I’m not denying corona.” He 

says, “Lateral Thinkers aren’t nazis, and I’d be the first to know, as I’m black.”
Frankfurt, April 11, 2021.
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Swikar studies Urban Agglomerations in Frankfurt and says, “I am from India, the country with 
a population of 1.3 Billion. India has the highest daily cases of Corona in the world. My life was 

also affected indirectly due to this Pandemic ... I have faced multiple rejections from other 
universities, delaying in my visa procedures, and a constant fear of getting diagnosed with 

Covid-19. Fortunately today I am living safely in Germany.” Frankfurt, April 12, 2021.
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Due to Covid, this boxing club has taken training to the outside, under a 
bridge. Frankfurt, April 16, 2021.
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Variety show Tiger Palace in Frankfurt remains closed and is seen here 
shooting a film for their website. One team member says, “We’ll reopen 

in September.” Another member chimes in, “No, nobody knows.”
Frankfurt, April 16, 2021.
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Bars and restaurants are still in lockdown, offering at most pick-up. 
Frankfurt, April 16, 2021.
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A variety of children’s books on the subject. “We All Look Like Bandits Now,” one book is 
titled, showing a family wearing masks. “Paula and the Pandemic” is the title of another one. 

One picture book features a capybara and is called “When Hugging Was Forbidden.”
Frankfurt, April 17, 2021.
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On this Wednesday in Berlin the government debated, and ultimately passed, a law giving it 
central power over the different states’ corona measures. Schools would now be closed when 

there’s a 7-day average of 165 newly discovered Covid cases per 100.000 citizens. An inci-
dence of 150 results in an automatic 10 pm curfew. A variety of demonstrations against this 

law were announced, with some of them ruled illegal by the city. April 21, 2021.
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Police widely closed off the Brandenburg Gate and parliament building 
during this protest day. In the trees, there are masks with signs reading 

“Resistance.” Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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“Never again” is printed on a flag of the DDR, the former German Demo-
cratic Republic in East Germany. Some protesters grew up in the DDR and 
were part of the 1989 revolts that resulted in the fall of the Berlin Wall 

and German reunification. Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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This protester’s scythe is labeled “Lockdown,” the German constitution 
hung from it. Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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This protester shows the German constitution being used as toilet paper. 
Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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These dancing protesters wrote “Inzidance” on their sign, a word play on 
the covid cases incidence numbers the new bill relies on for its automat-

ic measures. Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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“Covid 1984,” this protester’s chest reads. The demonstration is in the 
process of being dissolved by the police, who announce that protester’s 
don’t maintain the required distance, or wear masks. Berlin, April 21, 

2021.
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This protester likens the new corona measures bill to the Dictatorships 
of Nazi Germany as well as former East Germany. “I was born in the DDR 
in 1955, and was out on the streets in 89. When you take the subway’s 
there’s cuddle sex, and here outside in fresh air, gatherings are forbid-

den.” Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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The 17th of June Street, leading from the Brandenburg Gate to the 
Victory Column, seen here in the distance. At the protest against the 
German Infection Protection Act amendment in Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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Cartoonist Tom shows chancelor Angela Merkel seated on the toilet; to 
the left, “The People,” to the right, “Constitutional Rights.” Berlin, April 

21, 2021.
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During protests against the German Infection Protection Act amendment, 
politician Heinrich Fiechtner, formerly part of the AfD party, is lying on 

the ground after police carried him away. Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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Martin Lejeune regularly streams from inside the Lateral Thinking 
group’s protests. Elsewhere that day, while nearing barking police dogs, 
he’s asking for their names, and whether he may pet them. “They are so 
cute, the way their fur shines in the sun,” he says. Berlin, April 21, 2021.
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Tensions flare in the Berlin Tiergarten park during protests against the new corona measures 
bill. Protesters throw objects at the police, who in turn are using pepper spray. Protesters are 
enclosed and barred from marching towards the Brandenburg Gate or parliamentary buildings. 

April 21, 2021.
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A protester in front of the chancellery holds up a sign reading, “Mrs Merkel, I feel mistreated 
by your politics.” He says, “I receive a disability pension due to my disability. With all the 
money that is wastefully handed out now, I’m scared. Freedom of expression is growingly 

restricted.” He adds, “Politicians enrich themselves more and more. They don’t give a shit 
about what life is like for people with disabilities.” Berlin, April 22, 2021.
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The mother of the woman works in the bar in the back, currently in lock-
down. Just as I was talking to her about how there are frequent situa-

tions which are too private to photograph, like the long hugs of masked 
couples on the tracks of train stations, her friend came along and gave 

her a hug. Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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Artwork by Maaike Dirkxe, exhibited in a bank in the Reeperbahn district in Hamburg, re-
minds of the “Sexy Resistance” protest by prostitutes the previous year. “The goal of the 

demonstration was to ensure the rights of prostitutes, and to push for opening of brothels.” 
Prostitution venues are legal in Germany, but at this time, officially locked down.

Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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A tent reading “Solidarity vigil for the neighborhood.” One of the group, 
part of the party The Left, argues, “They should have used the armed 

forces to work in hospitals.” In the back, adverisement for a free corona 
test, situated just next to the vigil. Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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In this theater venue, a training course on how to perform the Covid test  
routine is taking place. Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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Jens Spahn is the name of Germany’s minister of health, depicted in this 
graffiti as masked superhero. Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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Supermarkets like this Penny in Hamburg’s Reeperbahn clubs district now 
require medical masks, called FFP2 or OP masks. Subways, trains and 

some shops also switched away from allowing Alltagsmasken — “everyday 
masks” — and require the stricter versions. Kids are often exempted from 

the rules. April 22, 2021.
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“Dont’ forget us,” a sign at the bar reads as police are walking by. Not 
having a mask can cost 150 Euro at certain days and times, a penalty 

which was imposed several times in the past, the police tell. Hamburg, 
April 22, 2021.
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The Reeperbahn bars and red light district in Hamburg. “Free corona 
test,” the venue announces. Thursday, 8:42 pm. April 22, 2021.
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It’s 9:30 pm at the Reeperbahn. Curfew started at 9.
Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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Club The Docks at the Reeperbahn district. “What’s freedom worth to 
you?”April 22, 2021.
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The infamous Große Freiheit street, where The Beatles in 1960 jump-
started their career. In normal times a place with bars, music, variety 
shows and strip clubs, it is now in lockdown. Hamburg, April 22, 2021.
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The concert hall Elbphilharmonie at the Hamburg haven is closed during 
lockdown. April 23, 2021.
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Suspense director Alfred Hitchcock on the wall in Hamburg, April 23, 
2021. 
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The ZeroCovid movement asks for stricter measures. “The pandemic 
can’t be defeated without a hard shutdown. A shutdown can’t work with-
out closing schools. Closing schools only works if we also close offices and 

factories, providing financial help.” Bremen, April 23, 2021.



117

Bumping elbows, seen here in an advert for a local radio station, is 
meant as a more hygienic way to greet someone than a handshake.

Hannover, April 23, 2021.
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Scissors block the entrance to this tailor in Hannover. April 23, 2021.
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On this poster advertising a Covid rapid test, someone scribbled, “Corona 
is not a crisis but a symptom.” Bremen, April 23, 2021.
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Hannover train station, April 23, 2021.
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This bar put up a statue of the B1 Battle Droid from Star Wars providing 
two options. A blue ID card included with the left-side option contains 
the address “Astra Zeneca, Biontech 2 Street, Moderna.” The red one 

reads, “Pilla Lippe, Tongue Road 1, Glittery.” Frankfurt, April 24, 2021.
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The sign reads “Animal testing - gruesome and scientifically unsound!” 
Another sign at the protest argues that for us, there will be an end to 
lockdown, but not so for caged animals. A sticker suggests that eating 

meat can cause zoonotic diseases and pandemics.
Frankfurt, April 24, 2021.
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Frankfurt Römerberg market square, April 24, 2021.
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People are asked what they miss most in times of the pandemic: meeting 
friends, or traveling. Voting is done via cigarette butts, doubling as mea-

sure to keep the streets clean. Frankfurt, April 24, 2021.
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In 5 more minutes, the new nationwide 10 pm curfew for regions ex-
ceeding certain incidence thresholds starts. This regulation is part of 

the amended Infection Protection Act. Until midnight, walking or jogging 
alone is still allowed. From midnight to 5 am, that’s forbidden as well.

Frankfurt Hauptwache and Commerzbank Tower, Saturday, April 24, 2021.
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May 1st is traditionally a day of protest. At this demonstration organized 
by a labor union group, the intentionally misspelled sign demands, “Open 

awl schools foar awl now!” Frankfurt, May 1, 2021.
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At the same demonstration, this protester’s signs read, “Health is not a 
commodity - Put hospitals in public hands!” and “Care is at its limits.”
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Questioned about the new nation-wide 10 pm curfew rules, a member 
of satirical The Party at an evening left-wing protest says, “We want a 
curfew on going inside.” Her mask is a play on the German laws which 
prohibit covering your face at protests, loosely translating to “Covering 

requirement!” Frankfurt, May 1, 2021.
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The signs by the Socialist German Workers Youth and others at the same protest 
read “No curfews - The virus goes to work during the day,” “Release vaccination 
patents,” “Protect people not profits,” and “Expropriate pharmaceutical compa-

nies.”
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New hashtag messages spraypainted on the Frankfurt river shore read, #forY-
ourGirlfriend, #wearAMask, #forGrandmaAndGrandpa, and #forNormality. The 
area has a mask requirement and police occasionally patrolled, but most people 

didn’t wear masks that day, and I did not observe any enforcing of the rule. 
Sunday, May 9, 2021.
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An FFP2 mask was blown away from the Untermainbrücke bridge in 
Frankfurt, now floating in the river Main. May 9, 2021.
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This fashion store in Mainz reopened today, now also accepting a vaccination certificate to 
enter. Alternatively, one can show a negative corona test issued by an official facility, or proof 
of recovery from a past infection. According to a state-run dashboard, 9.4% of the population 
have been vaccinated so far. Vaccinations are not yet available for everyone. May 10, 2021.
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The same fashion store also offers nasal swab testing on-site. The €12 
costs for the test can be offset when buying for €49 upwards.
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A 2020 sculpture made from scrap metal depicts archangel Michael, who according to legend 
put the sword of divine wrath back in its sheath and thus heralded the end of the plague in 

Rome in the year 590. Darmstadt, May 12, 2021.
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The mayor in the town of Dieburg ordered for this skate park to be covered in gravel, saying 
he wants to prevent youth from forming groups here. A visiting father looks at the scenery, 

saying “I’m speechless.” Later that same week a group of people, including members of 
Lateral Thinking Darmstadt, cleaned the place again. They were watched by police, but not 

stopped. Dieburg, May 12, 2021.
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This federal vaccination campaign, in Turkish language, reads “Getting 
vaccinated makes you happy.” Media reports cite the Federal disease 

control institute RKI to have said a high number of coronavirus patients 
in intensive care have a “migrant background.” Frankfurt, May 13, 2021.
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“Dear god, hopefully all together we’ll survive the coronavirus. We hope 
everyone here will stay healthy. Amen. Johanna, I’m 10 years old.” (With 

a few spelling errors.) A church in Marburg, May 14, 2021.
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Churches, like this one in Marburg, continue to be open but employ mea-
sures like social distancing. May 14, 2021.
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In a church guestbook, “If Martin Luther hadn’t stood so bravely against 
the authorities, the Reformation would (probably) not exist! Where are 
the courageous pastors, deans, provosts and bishops in the time of the 

p(l)andemic?” Someone else replied below, “What bullshit.”
May 14, 2021.
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“Provide a corona bonus for cleaning at the hospital,” the sign demands. 
Marburg, May 14, 2021.
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The word gained new meaning in 2020, but Ice Cream Parlor Corona had 
its name since 1994. It was inspired by Via Corona in Italy — literally 

“Crown Street” — where Rinaldo Franceschet of this family-owned busi-
ness (pictured here is son Daniel) grew up.

Oberursel, May 15, 2021.
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Many new free rapid test centers appear, like this one in a pharmacy in Ober-
ursel. The state covers the costs for facilities, and clients can use a negative 

result after around 20 minutes to enter shops during that day. Nasal swabs have 
become less intrusive than the former PCR tests, entering the nose less deep.

May 15, 2021.
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The bar of the Bonn Opera House has been turned into a corona rapid test center as events are 
still halted. Bonn is Germany’s former capital and the birthtown of Beethoven — 2020 would 

have seen a city-wide 250th birthday celebration for Beethoven, most of which was cancelled 
due to coronavirus measures. May 17, 2021.
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A corona test center in Bonn, May 17, 2021.
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“Dear guests, stay healthy! See you soon...”.
Bonn, May 17, 2021.
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Thanks to all feedback and support by family, extended family and friends. Thanks 
S. & E., Lorbeer & Partner, German R., and Robin Lenssen. Thanks to all who allowed 
themselves to be photographed.

Proofreading: Dave “Jinx” Voltaggio. This is print version 6.

Cover image: Berlin, March 12, 2021.

All 10.000s of photos, most with a free license, are available at CoronaBrowser.com
Videos of cities, curfews and protests are available as well.

Thanks to you for getting this book.


